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SETTING THE STAGE: A BRIEF PROFILE OF THE UNIVERSITY nersire oe

NEUCHATEL

— A small University with a strong focus on the SSH:
— 4’300 students

— Four faculties:
— Faculty of Letters and Human Sciences
— Faculty of Law
— Faculty of Economics
— Faculty of Natural Sciences

— The University is anchored in its region and has at the same time an

extensive network of national and international collaborations and
partnerships

— Research activity contributes significantly to the annual budget of the
University: up to one third is drawn from external competitive funds
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A NEED FOR NEW RESEARCH EVALUATION TOOLS neRsiTE 0E

NEUCHATEL

— Bibliometric methods are inadequate to represent performance and
impact of research activity in the SSH:

UNINE References Web of Science papers, 1997-2006
74 (3%) 9 (O‘ﬁ 46 (2%)
B Faculty of Letters and
Human Sciences
s M Faculty of Law
M Faculty of Economics

2415

(95%) Faculty of Natural

Sciences

— New approaches are needed in order to ensure the visibility of research
performance in the SSH
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AN APPROACH CENTERED ON COLLABORATIONS neRsiTE 0E

NEUCHATEL

The approach chosen broadens the concept of research performance
beyond the narrow focus on publication productivity.

It intends to highlight and visualise the manifold interactions resulting from
research activity in the SSH:

— Scientific collaborations
— within research units
— between faculties
— on a national and international level
— Partnerships with non-University actors
— transfer of knowledge
— communication and visibility
— valorisation

Unit of analysis: research projects
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MAIN METHODOLOGICAL STEPS e —

NEUCHATEL

— ldentification of research projects conducted during the last ten years at
the University of Neuchatel in different disciplines of the SSH:

-> history, art history, archaeology, information and communication sciences,
economy, law

— Creation of descriptive files regarding each project, specifying: persons
involved, researchers’ status and institutional affiliation, duration of the
project, funding, ...

— Verification interviews with heads of research units
— Map-based visualisation covering different dimensions of analysis:
— Geographic deployment
— Types of institutions involved
— Financing sources
— Status of the persons involved
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PROSPECTS FOR USE UNIVERSITE DE

NEUCHATEL

The mapping tool is currently implemented as part of a descriptive
research evaluation procedure.

It is intended to...

— highlight the dynamic generated by research activities in the SSH,
regarding scientific networks as well as partnerships with non-University
actors

— make visible the impact of research activity at the local and regional
level and meet the political demands for accountability

— support the University research policy thanks to a better understanding
of the research units’ profiles and activities
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